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PETITION (REQUEST) TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF 
ABANDONMENT OF APPLICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.181 


Dear Sir: y 

In response to the Notice of Abandonment mailed October 23, 2002, Applicants petition 
the Commissioner to withdraw the holding of abandonment of the above-identified application 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.181. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.8(b), the following items are submitted in 
support of this petition: 
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(i) 


A copy of the correspondence (i.e., Amendment After Final) and certificate of 


facsimile transmission accompanying the correspondence that was previously 
timely transmitted to the Patent Office on May 7, 2002, but not received; and 
(2) A statement attesting on a personal knowledge basis to the previous timely 
transmission. 

A true and correct copy of Applicants' Amendment After Final filed in response to the 
Office Action mailed February 26, 2002, is attached hereto. As indicated by the sending unit's 
Transmission (TX) Confirmation Report attached thereto, the Amendment After Final was timely 
filed in the United States Patent Office by facsimile transmission on May 7, 2002. In particular, 
the Transmission (TX) Confirmation Report indicates that 1 1 pages we successfully 
transmitted to the attention of Examiner Thanh-Tam Le, Group Art Unit 2839, at the United 
States Patent Office by facsimile transmission to 703-746-7030 at approximately 15:55. Several 
times earlier on the same day, the undersigned attorney of record attempted unsuccessfully to 
transmit the Amendment After Final to the facsimile telephone number 703-308-7722 listed in 
the Office Action for After Final communications. The alternate facsimile telephone number 
indicated on the first page of the Amendment After Final was provided by the receptionist for the 
Group Art Unit, and thereafter, the undersigned successfully transmitted the Amendment After 
Final. Furthermore, the first page of the Amendment After Final included a Certificate of 
Facsimile Transmission signed and dated by the undersigned. 

The undersigned attempted several times over the next five (5) months to contact the 
Examiner to learn the status of the application. Finally, on or about September 25, 2002, the 
undersigned telephoned the Examiner's supervisor Brian Sircus and subsequently learned on 
September 26, 2002, that the Amendment After Final was not received in the Patent Office. The 
undersigned then requested the Examiner to issue a Notice of Abandonment so that this petition 
to withdraw the holding of abandonment could be filed. The Notice of Abandonment at point 7 
states that "[n]o response [was] filed." However, the undersigned clearly advised the Examiner 
during the telephone conference that a response had been filed, but apparently, was not received 
in the Patent Office or was not correctly matched to the case file. 
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In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicants respectfully petition the Commissioner to 
withdraw the holding of abandonment in the above-identified application under 37 CF.R. §§ 
1.181 and 1 . 8- The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fee due in connection with 
the filing of this petition and not accounted for hereinabove, to Deposit Account No. 19-2167. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Christopher C. Dremann 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 36,504 
P. O. Box 489 
Hickory, N. C 28603 
Telephone; 828/901-5904 
Facsimile: 828/901-5206 


Dated: November 1. 2002 


